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the Baseball Wiseacre, Who

Weeds Qut Promising Players for the Major
Leagues from Forty-Eight Minor Leagues and

Countless _Amateur Clubs.

BY ALLEN SANGREE.

(Coprright. 1011, by the New York Herald Qs. All righls remerved.)

HE old story of Diogenes snooplng around

with a lantern hunting for an honest man has

a near paralle! in the modern baseball scout

hunting for a star player. If you were a big

league scout and uncovered just one man for
your club the kKldney of Wagner, Mathewson, Speaker
or Cohh. you woulidnt need worry about your liveli-
hood for severnl years. The owner might even lender
you a house and lot 82 a bonus, where you could rest
on your laurels.

When John Kling, of the Cubs, mutinied because
Charley Murphy refused hin n rise in salary. the
Chlcagn mugnate tramped up and down hils office In
an agony of despalr. To his seouts and the universe
In general he made the wide open offer—

“Tind me another Johnny Kling and there's $10,000
here waiting. There must be one somewhere. I've
got 1o have him."

Huandreds of letters poured in telling of this and
that phenom, who, the writer. vowed. was an Inciplent
Kling, hut the veteran scouts only zrinned

“Murphy is kidding" said they. *“Why, there lsn't
2 high school club fram Portland to Portland that
aasn’t been frisked by all of us
Holy bats'

At the present time there are two major leagues

Overlonok a possible
Kling? Tell it to Sweenes!"

nd forty-eight minor leagues working under the na-
jong! agreement, and one might think It wonld be an
sasy matter out of the population 'n the United States,
Canada, and we might include Cuba. Senth Amerlea
and Japan, to cull enongh experts to maintain base-
ball at its high degree of =kill. Milllons of boys and
roung men are playing every day on town lots. village
rreens and schoolyards, and they appear to be just as
rod as profesalonals. They can throw, cateh, pileh,
run and hit They evem organize team work. use hit
mnd-run sigpals, play the “squeeze” and the delayed
teal.
Ihree, four thouzand dnllars a vear
k¢ Ebhgts. after spending £20,000 in 1910 for thirty
the

Before them is the possibility of earning, twn,

And yet Charles

ew plavers, now finds his team far down In
econd division.

This last is the only reply nmecessary to prove the
Ebbets
sought from hearsay and upon his own imperfect
lmdgment thirty men.

1=efulness of yonr modern haseball seont

Detroit employed five shirewd

wonts, old hall players. and Detroit did not buy a man

The Tiger management figured that it was cheaper to
my S15,000 for scouts and their expenses than to
The Detrolt

munters could not find a lad tbhrovghout this broad

pend £5,000 more for useless material.

and that wonld strengthen the team. told the owners
o, and the result |s—what?
og in the American League to-day

Hence It is that competition and rivalry ameng these

Well, regard the stand-

unters of the diamond {s more hitter than tnar among

he clubs for pennant bonors. The scont must not

sting"” his emplorer by purchasing a “lemon’ he
mst not overlook & budding champion. and be must
snke as good bargains as possible Genoprally e has
nrte hlanche to buy, dmaft or reject a candidate, o
he entire responsibility falls upon him. His job de-
sendes upon his judgment, resources and activiiy. It
'« no hack work, and while the scout is little known
to the publie, recelves no plaudlt from the multitude,
ret his voeation [s pleturesque, lnleresting and re-
uunerative.

These nimrcds of the diamond work silently qulekly
nd fervently, beglinning their percgrinations at the
erason's opening, and before It is over they have cov.
wred a good part of the United States and Cannda
Picture to yourself the life of Arthur Irwin, famous
n old days as a shortstop, manager and master of
wnseball tactics, now recognized as the king of base-
sall scouts. One afternoon he may he lnoking over
the game from the grand stand in New York: that
tight he has deparfed, nnknown to any one except his
mmployer, Frank Farrell, for Medicine Hat. in the
West Canada ILeague; Parls, In the Blue Grass, or
Terre Haute, In the Three I

With the lightest of travelling impedimenta,
wvould recognize him by his stodgy, though active lig
ire, his gray mustache and shrewd, twinkling Irish
ives.  Alighting from the traln unostentatiously, he
des to a secluded hotel, and, if essential, he reglsters

nder an assumed name

vou

There I n man (o Blliville
rho looks llke a comer and perhaps ten or twelve
ther scouls are after him.

Sources of “Tips.”

It might be explained here that these hlg game
bhunters get thelr Information frequently from touts
and again from the weekly record published in the
Eporting News. Touting 15 done by travelling =ales-
men, for your American drummer (s generally an ar-
dent fan; actors, old ball players and personal friends
of the candidate. As a rule they are not to Lie relled
upon, but, on the other band, the tip may result in
digging up a live one.  For that matter, the records
ars no certaln puides either. And vet if John Jones
Jsteals ap average ol a buse a day and bits 350 in the

ARTHUR IRWIN
THE MASTER SCOUT
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Texns League he is worth looking up. The =cout
wants to discover if the lod s braloy and r”:]mhio ol
learning

himsell with

whiskers and bhlue gogzles, but he certalnly arrives

Irwin denles that he ever dlsguises

with no brass haml. Belng so well known, It is dif
ficult for Liwn to escape recognltion, sn word guickly

piusses over the Blllville grand stapd:—

“There's n scout from New York bere—Arthur
Irwin.  Bet he's after Joe Smithers
The club awner ¢filekly bears of It and almos,

fawningly approaches the celebrity, for minor leaguse

magnates lipure on makiug n conslderable quoty of
thelir profits on these e Oeccasionally an owner Is
in such priwe nek os to dispose of his whole (enn and
You may be sure that all do uot make good In the
iz show Some scouts have bweep overresched o
their engerness to secure talent

Welll” says the Billville magnate. “vou came jnst
In time, Mr. lrwin., We bhad Bobby Lowe, from e
troit. here lasi week looking ot Smithers, and Bills
Murray, of Pltrsburg. Is on the wav, but I'd rather
see bl go to New York He's 8 marvel, Arthur, a

seconi 'l‘;. Cuabil.™

Menntime news has reached the plavers’ boen
vistons of =mushing a home
winning the pennant for the greatest ity In

b and
run und
Atnericu

Smithers

nas
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PEMAQUID.

[Note —The lmprovement Association of Pemna
quid, Maine, Is moving to the preservition aod memor!
allzation of the bistoric rock oo which It Is practieally

founded |
XY BOVE the Rock of Pemaquld
A Fhere stands Pore Willlam Henry,
mice San Juan d'Ulloa of che North,

Now very largely mem'ty

This rhyme is rotten, but, of course,
A poet may be shriven

FPor many sins, and bave a Pem-
Aquiddity forgiven.

Mt to resume ahout the Rock
That rells 1o us the story

Of British, French and savaces
Who made It red and gors

There Captain Smith and d'1beryille
And redskin nameless kllers

Did all they could in furnishing
The ploneer grave fillers

Upon the Rock of Pemaquld
Cleaned by the sea’s ablutlons,

Were founded, so the nelghbors say,
our uoblest Institations

That stand for freedom and ihe things
Which mnke our growlng nation,

Beyond the shadow of a doubt,
The greatest i ereation

To-dny the sonl of Pemuquid
Ig stirred to brave epdenvor

To make the Rock of 'emaquild
A monument forever

And North and South and BEast and West
Fland out thelr approtation

Of patriotie Pemaguids
Improvement Assoclotion,

W, J. LAMPTON,

Spectators are with hm and How! thelr heads off for
Joe to “clean up' When bhe does crack out a two
bagger they leer at the iamons acout as though ta
gay:—"If New York doesno’t tuke Joe now this lrwin
must be a honehead ™

The owner wases more and more entlinslastic ns he
talks prices and Irwip hageles with him debating
serfously whether $3.0600 is not exorbitnut Loolks as
though bhe was deeply fmpressed, but as a matter of
fact he has passed up Joe Smithers in the fourth
inning. after secing him make the followlng play-—

The seore was 4 to 2 In favor of Billv!lle, one man
out. a very fast and daring runner on second. a slow
man atbat. A long hit was made in right centre, good
for two bags to a speedy *printer  Smwithers, In right
field, got his hands on it and. thinking only of making
a grand stand piay. whipped the horsebide home, nl-
though the fast man was then within twenty feet of
the plate. There was not one ¢hance [n a thousand
of getting him. but it would have been ensy to nail the
lumbering toward second” and thus have
The result'was that the ball bounded past

slow man
two out,

‘BILLY"

SILBERT.

N
the cateher and (he <low man also tallled, tleing the
SO0 Then und there lrwin decjded that Smithers

haud everything but bralons, the one great essential e
Ffast company team work

In the first half of the ninth the
ful fufielder, who happened to be

skinny bt

plaving trst

BErace

it

day, pulled n defensive stunt that saved the zoue for
Billville. The snre fast muin was on frst bose swhen o
nasty grounder wis bit Just out of the piteher's reqch
There was nobody ont snd the score was =tih tled
And now for n bralny piny that procured for New
Yok an Infield st By the tline the skinny fallow
got the ball the fast runnoer waos near second and 2
double play lmpossible so. to ol appenconces; he o

tenided at first;, velling to the pltcher to

“sover."

malklug it

watchinz for any inslde stuff, oo-
fast tnml

Irwin, however
ticed thot he loafed and Kept woatching the
wha fell neatly Into the trap Vs the first
Lils arm o uhrow to.the piteber, now cover-

B=emin
drow hpok

ing rhe Lag, Mr Speed Merchant hiked for third But
It wos only o feint on the other's ppret. Shifting sud-
den!y by ran across the dlamond and., annliled, tan

down the fast rupnner, A bit of strategy thpt escaped

the fons and the chalrering

abont Smithers wonderfil thivosw W heu
L Be allowed as palin ron Lo scopy,

owner, who wns still

o the plale

That night Irwin strolled around town with the
owner, still discussing a price for Smithers.

“1'd have to talk with Mr. Farrell,” he sald. “be-
fore giving an answer, We'rs pretty well stocked
with outficlders. By the way, d'you want to sell that
first baseman?"

“Why, sure, I'd let him go. Dut, heavens, man, he
has an weak arm and only hits 250. Smithers led the
league two vears."”

“Well, I'll tnke a fiver on t.he other fellow: we're
eby of infieiders.”

The owner named & moderate price, and In five
minutes the Yanks hnd procured Earl Gardner. sec
ontl baseman extraordinary, who I8 so quick of thonght
that even the eccentric and brilliant Chase seldom
catehes hlm napping In an unexpected play. Smith
ers, whose rizht name it would be unkind ro mention
got in fast company and fell by the wayside after one
selson. .

McGraw's Quick Judgment,

Negative illustrations teil the story of sclecting
players. A shortstop on a Pennsylvanin minor league

baseman’s hands and they made a double
you."

“Hully chee!” snorted the busher "If 1 conld &
that 1'd have been In the blg leagues long ago. Na
§it; I'm a natural vight field hitter ag’ nothing else.”

"Good vight for you." said Irwin to blmself

When he put the same proposition to Danlels th
coilegian expressed engerness for instruction. Nex
morning the scout took him and a pitcheér oo the fieli
befure morning practice, and Iy one hour Daniels hai
shifted bis buttiog position, bad learned the triek o
bunting and pulling the bhall. in which features of th
game he i= constantly Improving  The other 1ad mad
good In fast company. too, but only for a wmonth. B
that time every opponent spotted lLis weakness anol
he gradually drifted from the “blg show.*

play o

Lest he overlook n zood man the zealous scout wi
run down rips that frequently are jokes Bllly Gi
berr, when hunting for St Louls, received abou

twenty letters boasting a wonder In Northern Tows
Arriving there after a game was on, he asked th
owner which man it was,

Owner pointed wig

fa One Hour Daniels Had Shifted His Batting Position

clubh was tonted so highly that MeGraw sent a scout,
reported favorably the Glants' manager
One look

nnd when be
hlmself travelied out to see the phenom
wits enopzh—the lnd kept his heels together lo ok
inee o plek uy, his toes forming nn angle,

“Phat'll for bim~ soapped McoGraw
jutpped the next traln back to Gotham,

When Arthur Irwin wias Invesiigating Bert Danlels,
now i crack zavdener on the Yunkees, he was tipped
to another wan bn the same league, whe, according to
We shall call him
part of rhe
the enemy’s in-

b nll and

records, was the equal of Danlels
that

e e

Irwin noticed In a vritical

when his Tellow

Jonies
e bot
field and outfield moved far toward right, leaving 8
big gap between short and third

‘Why didnt you pull the ball over in ieft?” asked

“You hit vight lnto the second

Irwip that eveoing

AT ILVEMIALMLAAAAA LA A LALLMV "W

SUPPOSING.

ET me suppose, dear Phyllis, I am much io love
L with you;
Phere surely Isn't harm in Just supposing it!
Apd that my love for ages has been consiant, Gro
i true,
Thongh diflidence has kept me from disciosing it:
Suppose this love that 1 suppose quite tilled e with
alarm,
Suppose it burned through years in fiery fashion:
Suppose words can’t express Ils wight, suppose solae
subitle charm
Direw from your heart a twin ¢o its own pusslon;
1 don't could your algunity
waould yield
To make confession to a bashful stupld;
Suppese that we suppose the lips of your beart were

suppose  you suppose

e led
Would they bespeak the presence of Rogue Cupld?

Anid now suppose thar we suppose we don’t suppase
thig time,
without supposing

your hand—why, girl, Is

Suppose wa live the real,
Suppose let e bold
that & crime?—
And let we tell of Cupid unreposing;
Suppose [ nsk if [ may kiss your peach and creamy

Vol

vheel.,
Or, growing bolder, seek your lips’ sweet pressure,
I \\--.uli--r if you'd understand or if I'd better speuk
In coimmon prose or bad poetle mensure?
Suppose, that had my kiss, you
what yon think:
A I e g0y war still unrejolcing?
Al Ulsllis. dear, if o ooot blind L saw your eyelld
wink—
And 1 suppose that meavs respopsive volclug
ATESW (2 CLane

now I've tell wme

pride to the piteher, who was seven feet tall and so
sross eved that, as Gilbert sald, “If he cried the tears
woulidl run down the back of his neck.'” His only
virtue was that vou couldo’t tell whether he wias go-
ing to throw 1o first or to the 'pl.am He hnd batters
swinging when the ball was In the first baseman's
Lands. But he hadn't enongh speed to break a pane
of glass Gilhert nearly fell off the grand stand
laughing and then hecame peeved at having taken
such a long trip for nothlhg

“Why, he'll make o bit in St. Louis.” protested the
moenate

“He sure Wil ealled Giihert, as he jumped for the
station. “When DBresualian throws him out, of the
park yon can hear him fall down there on Mialn street.”

A scoul s supposged not only to judge talent, but to
snve the ¢lub money. Wlitness (his. Several yeors
ago Cleveland gave $12,500 for Cy Young, and in ad-
ditlon two players, Chech and Ryah, valued at $3,000
cach, waking n total $18,5(:. Irwin, on the other
hand, benght three star pitchers, Quinn, Ford and
Viughn, for a toml of #1,750. Then he sold Conroy,
Moriarty and Eiberfeld for about $15,000 in all and
bouglit Bert Danfels for how much ido you supnose?
Why, a measly £230, Wilson. a plteher, turned back,
aud Gardner, busewan for Frank
Furrell’'s cluly, stood the mnpnate only $700,

Irwin Is no Shylock and will bid bigh i be thisks
s competition. Ruy

present  second

the man s worth It nnd there is

Fisher. the Vermont Callege hoy, won twenty-sesen
paes out of thirty-twe for Hartford and Irwin zot
after him hot foot. Hooked up with Wanoer the
phetom cost S4,0000  Day nfter the aEreement wns

Fisher alone
our, offering
in vain

made Jobn L. Tayxlor offercd SH060 for
and the nwner tried hils best
Farrell £2.000 cash to let go of Wisher. nli

RBall plavers beiog in such demand, ainor lenghe
naturally stratezy o fool the
scoul. A marked Instance of this was (the snle of
“Rube” Benton. left bhand pitcher. of Macon, who wis
so widely tonted that on the day for Lijdding ten scouls
appeared.  Benton so impressed Garry Flerrmann, of
Cloclnnatf, that he authorized his Nimrod, R Me-
Phee, to pay $500 more than any other “lub, no mat-
When the price got up to 3.000

to wizgle

mpgnnies U=e ey er

ter what the offér
Irwin dropped out, nnd gradually the olaers succumbed
until the mark staod at SE5X. At this point a i
rushed in, dishevellad as thoagh from 4 long journey

“I pepresent a National Speague club," he exclalmed,
qind 1 bid §T.000"  He evaded the question as o
what ¢lub, but In some way It Wis pnderstood that
Barpey Dreyfus had sent him, MePhee went liim £500
better and zot the man.  Afterward 1t transpired thal
the stranger was 8 banker. of Savannah. and the
notion prevalled that he was vmployed as 0 cupper
Henthn was ualortuuate o fulllug 1 sud pever wade
sl




